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Welcome Address, 25th May 2000 
 
Bronwyn Fredericks 
 
 
 
I acknowledge the Darumbal peoples, the Traditional Owners of the area now known as 
Rockhampton. I give honour to the Darumbal spiritual ancestors who care for Darumbal 
people today, and for those of us who live, dwell and pass through their Country, their 
responsibility area. I give honour to people here this morning for your attendance at such 
an event. 
 
As we are gathered and sharing for the purpose of cancer research, I reserve the privilege 
to talk briefly about this. First let us look at change, change in our lives, families, 
relationships, jobs, we see changes happening in Rockhampton, within development, 
organisations, and the Council. We see the Fitzroy River change with the tides and the 
thing that is called the environment experience changes, as witnessed by the Darumbal 
peoples for thousands of years. Thus, the only real thing that is table in a sense is change. 
We also know that cancer brings change. Change for those that have cancer, change for 
those who love the people who have cancer and change through the struggles, survival 
and deaths of those with cancer. This is all about change. 
 
I want you to hear me very clearly today when I say that cancer does not leave anyone 
alone, it does not escape anyone. We have all experienced cancer in some way, through 
having cancer or from knowing someone with cancer. It also seems that cancer is an 
increasing struggle within the world. We need to note that cancer has the capacity to 
continue to touch everyone, everybody here and throughout the world. It is not simply a 
‘mythology’ and we as Aboriginal peoples know that it is not a ‘white mythology’. Cancer 
touches Aboriginal people too. Cancer is non-discriminatory. In addressing cancer, we 
need to know, believe and accept that we are indeed poorer without each other than we 
are richer within our own kind, or our own group or our small circle.  
 We have the capacity this morning to contribute to change through gifting in whatever way 
we can to cancer research that can assist, help and benefit all of us. Not research for the 
sake of research. But that assists in the growing of the knowledge base, finding solutions, 
better treatments, care and support.  I urge you to give a donation if you can. 
 
At this point, I wish to thank the team at Bidgerdii Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community Health Service for coordinating this morning tea.  
 
I additionally thank the sponsors:  
Subway  
Kitty Mays Florist  
Radio 4US  
Radio 4RO  
Tell a Murrie  
The Rockhampton Correctional Centre  
Just Flowers Florist  
PacPlus Wholesalers  
Cranston’s  
JB Distributors and the 
Bidgerdii Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Health Service 
 
In closing, I ask you to reflect on my words this morning, may they flow through you 
throughout the rest of the day and give you greater reflection on cancer, cancer research 
and change within all of our lives.  
 
Thank you for coming along. Have a nice morning tea and a nice day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
